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At  the  time  of  the  creation  of  the  Appalachian  Regional  Com- 
missicn^  other  parts  of  the  country  needed  economic  boosting  as 
well.  In  exchange  for  votes  ensuring  passage  of  the  ARC  bill, 
several  other  regional  commissions  were  created  through  Title  V 
of  the  Public  Works  and  Economic  Development  Act  of  1965- 

These  regions  were  designated  as  follows:  the  Ozarks 
(Arkansas,  Kansas,  Louisiana,  Missouri,  and  Oklahoma);  New  Ehgland 
(Connecticut,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island, 
and  Vermont);  the  Upper  Great  Lakes  (I4ichigan,  Minnesota,  and  Wis- 
consin); Four  Corners  (Arizona,  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  and  Utah); 
and  the  Coastal  Plains  (Georgia,  North  Carolina,  and  South  Carolina). 
In  1972,  two  other  regions  were  created,  the  Old  West  (Montana, 
Nebraska,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  and  Wyoming)  and  the  Pacific 
Northwest  (Idaho,  Oregon,  and  Washington) .  Because  of  the  Act 
creating  them,  these  agencies  are  usually  called  Title  V  commis- 
sions . 
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As  with  the  Appalachian  Regional  Coimniosionj  these  agencies 
were  designed  to  be  the  channels  for  federal  programs  to  grantee 
regions.  HCT^rever,  these  regional  agencies  have  never  had  the 
fiscal  support  of  the  executive  branch  of  the  federal  government, 
and  have  not  really  "gotten  off  the  ground".  Their  primary  func- 
tion has  been  as  planning  agencies ^  attempting  to  coordinate  the 
planning  activities  of  member  states  in  relation  to  cne  another. 

With  a  primary  focus  of  economic  development.  Title  V  commis- 
sions have  attempted  to  foster  industrial  development,  primarily 
in  the  areas  of  recreation,  agriculture,  and  energy  development. 
In  fact,  they  have  been  a  primary  source  of  survey  data  for  regions 
relative  to  the  energy  crisis  of  the  last  two   years. 

It  is  generally  agreed  among  students  of  regionalism  that 
Title  V  commissions  are  but  pale  reflections  of  the  Appalachian 
Regional  Commission,  partly  from  a  lack  of  funding  (they  were  to 
have  bean  terminated  in  1 973  but  were  temporarily  reprieved)  and 
partly  from  a  lack  of  a  sense  of  unity  found  among  the  Appalachian 
states  regarding  their  state  of  underdevelopment.  Hcwever,  Title 
V  commissions  have  been  at  least  partially  successful  in  bringing 
federal  grants  into  their  respective  regions,  and  in  beginning 
the  preparation  of  useful  data  bases  for  future  regional  action. 
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